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Greek Art and Architecture Development: The Greek Humanism
Humanism refers to the outlook of thought that sought to explain the importance of human beings instead of the supernatural or divine. Humanists believe that human beings have the potential to shape their destiny as well as emphasize their value and goodness. As a result, human beings seek to solve their problems using rational decision making. Greek humanist philosophy is concerned with the issues that are relevant to the human condition. Human beings in the here and now are significantly influenced by the hereafter, but without connecting the two, it is impossible to experience either of the hereafter or here and now.
The ancient Greek world believed in the mythology of the underworld, the hereafter life in which they sought to seek redemption before someone died. They believed that when someone dies his soul would leave the body and go to the afterlife in the underworld. However, this ideology has constantly changed throughout history, as highlighted in the stages of art and architecture development. For example, in the Cycladic civilization period, Greek mythology was highly considered sacred. The belief in the underworld or Hades was perceived to be the highest place where the divine dwelled. During this period, the Greeks believed that there are two sides where someone who had just died would proceed to; the dark side, Hades and the brightness, Mount Olympus (Garland, 2001).
However, the beliefs changed significantly with the different levels as society advanced. For example, in the Dark Age, the Greeks started to abandon some of their cultural practices. By 1050 BC, the Greeks had completely moved away from practices they have undertaken in the centuries before. Despite this, the Greek religious beliefs and its connections to human qualities remained even in the later centuries. Greeks remained to believe kin the complex mythologies and rituals but limited their cult practice events. The construction of the Greek arts showed the humanist ideology; for instance, the Greek gods and goddesses were made in the image of the humans. Hermes’ statue is designed to symbolize human qualities; for instance, he had a penis (Brewminate, 2018). Hermes was a messenger of god and the god of commerce. In the Geometric pottery period, the Greek artists started making their ceramics that involved human and animal figures.
During the orientalizing period, the Greeks started to design temples’ architecture with simple rectangular sidewalls formed a porch (Brewminate, 2018). The different inventions that formed the Greek society were highly influenced by the emergence of humanism ideology. They started to look at issues from the hereafter to here and now perspective. Human excellence promoted manliness, and that is why they started looking at the divines from the human perspective. The Greeks’ perspective demonstrates that the divines could be described with human qualities.
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